reach

A newsletter for friends and supporters of WWEE

VO"(Vee

Washington Women'’s

Volume 15, Issue 2 Fall 2009 Employment & Education

WWEE Models Self-Sufficiency N

Number of Clients Served
Increases Nearly 30%

While the economy seems to have
started to rebound, WWEE and our
clients continue to feel the effect of the
recession. Participation in WWEE
programs has increased more than 28
percent over the past year and the
demand has not let up.

Half of WWEE participants are recipients
of Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) and are referred to
WWEE by the Department of Social and
Health Services. Deborah Howell, WWEE

Education Specialist Shelby McCulloch teaches self-management, goal setting
and workplace expectations in WWEE’s Tacoma classroom.

recession. CEO Robin Lester assures:
“The current economic climate is
affecting everyone. Workers in

lower level positions are particularly To further support the increase in
vulnerable.” demand for services, the staff continues
to rely on a team of dedicated

“Like all businesses today, WWEE is
doing more with less!” says Lester.

Program Director, said state workers
refer clients to WWEE because of
our record of success in putting
clients on the path to employment.

need to start over again to find
sustainable-wage employment.”

volunteers to help. Lester explains:
“To leverage the staff time we use
volunteers to help in the class
rooms and Boutique, on client

“Many who lost their jobs

It is not only our community’s most
vulnerable families (those living below
the federal poverty guidelines) who
have been financially hit by the

follow-up and on Board
committees. WWEE models the
behavior we teach our participants
regarding self-sufficiency.

It has been challenging for WWEE to
absorb the 28 percent increase in
participants needing service.

“WWEE helped mold a woman who believes that she can do ANYTHING.”

- Stephanie, WWEE

Daughter’s Transformation Inspires Mother’s Success

For Kathleen Rodriguez, a 2007 WWEE
graduate, the REACH Plus program was
the missing link that turned her part-
time job into a full-time career.
Kathleen had been working as a part
time Administrative Assistant for a real
estate agency, but was unable to
support herself and her mother with
this income. With no savings and plenty
of debt, Kathleen could not afford to go
back to school. With nowhere else to
turn, she decided to enter the

REACH Plus students gain essential computer skills, o
learning the entire Microsoft Office Suite in five weeks. discipline.

She was astonished to discover that the
self-analysis that she underwent in
REACH Plus was equally as important
and certainly more challenging than
learning new computer skills.

“I hadn’t even realized that | lacked
self esteem,” Kathleen reflects.
“[REACH Plus] gave me a much
better perspective and it allowed
me to clear my slate and reevaluate
myself.”

21 WWEE program. Kathleen

: participated in the REACH
Plus program full time while
fulfilling the duties of her
night job. This meant that
for five intensive weeks,
Kathleen worked from 8:30
in the morning to 11:00 at
night; but, as she explains:
“I needed to know that |
had that kind of

—~ — Inspired by
Because of the training | athleen’s

Without the technical | g g personal development| completion of
skills that she learned . the WWEE
at WWEE, Kathleen that I gOt W'th WWEE... program,
would not have been I gained a world of Kathleen’s
able to ggt hgr footin self-confidence.” mother attended
the door in a job she and recently

wanted. The portfolio

that Kathleen created at WWEE is what
“sealed the deal” of her current
employment as a full-time
Administrative Assistant at GE.

graduated from the Goodwill Training
Program. After many decades of
providing for her family at home, she is
now also working full-time. Mother and
daughter remain positive and strong.
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2010 King County Benefit Breakfast
“Futures Within Reach”

March 23, 2010 ¢ 7:30-8:30 am
New location! Doubletree Suites
16500 Southcenter Parkway - Seattle

Talk & Tour / Graduation Events

Hear about the impact of the WWEE
program in our community, attend a
participant graduation and information
event. Light refreshments are served.
These events are held from 12:30-2pm
at both WWEE offices.

WWEE Kent Office

Nov 19, Dec 18, Feb 4, Mar 11
WWEE Tacoma Office

Nov 20, Dec 18, Feb 5, Mar 12

New Volunteer Orientations:
January 29, 2010
Tacoma office 10am or

Kent office 2pm

Reservations are required for these
events. To learn more contact the
Development Office at 253.590.0649.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

If this newsletter is a duplicate, or you no
longer care to receive this mailing, please
contact us at 253.590.0642 or email
carolines@wwee.org

WWEE is supported in
part by United Way.

GoodSearch

Did you know you can donate money to WWEE just

by searching the Internet?

Goodsearch is a Yahoo-powered search engine that donates
approximately one penny per search, to listed American charities.
All you have to do is designate WWEE as your charity.

It's easy to get started:

1. Gotowww.goodsearch.com and enter WWEE as your

Looking for a new way to give back?

Here are a few simple ways you can give back this holiday season:

e Instead of buying a gift for that person on your list who has everything, send a donation
in their name to WWEE.

e Tell someone who hasn’t heard of WWEE about our work and invite them to attend an
upcoming graduation event with you. Stay after and enjoy the potluck and congratulate
the graduates.

e Turn your holiday party into a fundraiser for WWEE. Note your charitable intentions in
your invitation. Then, at your gathering, collect donations (money or professional
clothing) in a designated area, and make giving easy for your guests by setting your home
computer to WWEE’s online donation page.

e Areyou an eBay fan? If so, when you sell an item you may give a portion of your
proceeds to WWEE.

Thank you to the 2009 Pierce County Benefit Breakfast Sponsors
(0) ColumbiaBank

m Russell
2] Investments

Supporting Sponsors

Weyerhaeuser

Visiting Angels
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Table Sponsors

Commencement Bank

Ed Selden Carpet One
Franciscan Health System
Heritage Bank
OfficeTeam/Accountemps
Purcell Advisory Services, LLC
The Pierce County Community &
& Technical Colleges i

In-Kind

Alaska Airlines

Casey Madison, Photography
& Audiovisual Presentations

Sponsors and supporters raised $94,000 to support WWEE

Helix Design Group programs at the September 17th Pierce County Benefit event.
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Board of Directors Contact Information

WWEE Pierce County Office
3516 South 47th Street, Suite 205
Tacoma, WA 98409
253.474.9933

Officers

Lois Kreitzer, President

Audrey Godwin, President Elect
Kim Thompson, Treasurer

Carolyn Shain, Secretary
WWEE King County Office

515 West Harrison, Suite 208
Kent, WA 98032
253.859.3718

Directors

Alice Aumoeualogo
Mary Anne Francis
Susan Gordon
Charlene Grinolds
Jayasri Guha

Diane Haelsig
Claudia Hage

Visit us online: www.wwee.org

Newsletter Staff

charity.

2. Use www.goodsearch.com every time you search the web.

3. Asaresult, about one penny for each search you do will
automatically be donated by Good Search to WWEE!

Joe Lizee

Anita Paige
Bonnie Sellen
Vicki Thompson
Wanda Wilder
Yoshi Williams

Robin Lester, CEO
Amy Kostelecky-Roe,
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Caitlin Kiernan, Julie Davis and
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